
Arnside National School 

Minutes of the Governor Meeting held on Tuesday 10
th

 February 2015 at 7.00pm 

 

Mr Dudley opened the meeting at 7.00pm and welcomed all governors. 

 

Present:  Mrs J Bratt, Mrs L Brough, Mr A Capeling, Mr A Cook, Mrs G Deane, Mr I Dudley, Mr G 

Jones, Mr I Service, Mr N Sharp, Mrs N Till, Mrs M Inchmore. 

 

Declarations of Interest in respect of agenda items:  There were no declarations. 

 

Apologies:  Mr D Adair, Mr G Beaumont, Rev’d D Cooper. 

 

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held Tuesday 23
rd

 September were proposed by 

Mrs Bratt as a true record and seconded by Mrs Brough.  All governors voted in favour. 

 

Matters Arising:  There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

Headteacher’s Report:  Mr Cook talked through his report and the associated documents (filed with 

these minutes for information).  He told governors that the number on roll, after September 2015, would 

stay roughly the same although there are a number of outstanding enquiries which could increase pupil 

numbers across most school years.   

 

Mr Cook told governors about the school’s involvement with Teaching Schools and the support for 

Newly Qualified Teachers that two members of staff were involved in providing. 

 

A discussion took place about the special educational needs funding criteria. 

 

Finance Report: Mr Dudley presented the up-to-date figures of the governing body assets as provided by 

Mr G Beaumont. 

   Barclays Community Fund    2,839.68 

 Annie Inchboard Memorial Scholarship Fund   4,032.84 @ 31
st
 December 2014 

   CCLA Investment Management Ltd   3,569.78 

 

     Total   £10,442.30 

 

Mr Dudley told the governors that the audited accounts for 2013 – 2014 had been submitted to the 

Education Funding Agency within the relevant time scales.  He predicted that there may be a carry 

forward to this year’s budget of between 8 to 10 per cent. 

 

A question was raised about the use of staff insurance, Mr Cook responded that since becoming an 

Academy the school has taken out cover for staff absence.   

 

Local Authority Safeguarding Audit:  Mr Dudley signed the audit form on behalf of the governing 

body, Mr Cook explained what the audit covered in school and outlined our ‘areas for development’ 

during the next academic year.   

 

Curriculum Update:  Mr Sharp addressed the governors regarding the new National Curriculum and 

how Arnside has planned to implement this throughout the school.   

 

He also talked about the lack of guidance on how to ‘track’ pupils and the proposed strategy we are 

planning to use.  Part of the new National Curriculum includes more in depth work on computer 

programming and a new software tool, ‘I Compute’ has been purchased for use across the Key Stages.  

The Standardised Tests, SATS will be used this year but not sure if they will be replaced for future years. 



The school has bought into ‘Rising Stars’ Maths and English schemes for use throughout the school, this 

package includes termly progress tests and interprets scores. 

 

A software package ‘Purple Mash’ from 2Simple Software has been bought to help with the Early Years 

Foundation Stage recording, Mr Sharp had brought a sample of the Learning Journal we presently use.  

Purple Mash will record all this information electronically and will hopefully be a substantial and useful 

reporting tool.  This software will also be used to set homework, be interactive and will provide 

worksheets in maths, science and English throughout the school. 

 

There is provision in school for children to access this tool and who don’t have access at home. 

 

Peer 2 Peer Review:  Mr Cook explained to governors the support provided by the Peer 2 Peer scheme, 

where three schools are teamed together to support each other with the Local Authority only getting 

involved if a school is deemed to need extra support. 

 

Arnside is expecting outstanding KS2 results this year. 

 

Building Report:  We have submitted two bids to the DFE and will receive notification around the 20
th

 

March if we have the ‘go ahead’.  A copy of the plan to change the outside of the building was given to 

governors, this will not increase the height of the existing roof line and will provide a new classroom and 

meeting room while incorporating a corridor system to eliminate the need to walk through other 

classrooms when moving from one end of the school to the other internally.  A kitchen facility is also 

included in the plans to comply with the Government initiative to provide hot meals for Key Stage 1 

children. 

 

AOB:  A question was raised about ice in the playground.  Mr Cook explained that we do not have any 

caretaker cover in a morning to deal with ice, if ice is forecast grit is spread in the playground in the 

evening. 

 

Date of the Next Meeting:  Tuesday 12
th

 May at 7pm. 

 

Mr Dudley closed the meeting at 8.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

Confidential:  Our current Year 5 have been taking part in a BBC software trial 

 


