
Arnside National School 

Minutes of the Governor Meeting held on Tuesday 9th February 2016 at 7.00pm 

Mr Dudley opened the meeting at 7pm and welcomed new governor, Mrs Pat Ellis. 

Present:  Mr I Dudley, Mrs N Till, Mr N Sharp, Mrs S Griffith, Mr I Senior, Mr D Adair, Rev’d D Cooper, 

Mrs J Bratt, Mrs L Brough, Mrs G Deane, Mr G Jones, Mrs P Ellis, Mrs D Langdon and Mrs M 

Inchmore. 

Declarations of Interest in respect of agenda items:  There were no declarations. 

Apologies:  There were no apologies. 

Minutes of the last meeting:  The minutes of the EGM held on Monday 16th November 2015 and the 

minutes of the last governor meeting held on 29th September 2015 were proposed as a true record 

by Mr D Adair, seconded by Mr G Jones, all governors voted in favour. 

Matters Arising:  There was a discussion about the possible reasons why we didn’t get the go ahead 

with our bid to the DFE for an extension to the school. 

Governors Business Interests:  In light of new guidance regarding governor business and pecuniary 

interests governors were asked to update their registered details.  An updated list will be displayed 

on our website. 

Acting Headteacher  Report:  Governors thanked Mr Sharp for the detailed nature of his report.  Mrs 

Bratt commented on her work with Ms Morris and the review of the Special Educational Needs 

Policy and provision.   

Mr Sharp told governors that it was likely that Ms Addison would start her maternity leave after the 

May half term and that Ms Ward had expressed an interest in covering this maternity absence. 

Teaching School status:  The funding for Teaching Schools was granted for a 3 year period which 

expires on 31st March 2016.  Mr Steve Houghton, administrator of the grant,  is enquiring whether 

this funding will be renewed in light of Mr Cook’s absence.  He will keep Mr Sharp updated with any 

information. 

Ms Morris has prepared a comprehensive breakdown of how the £6,000 Sports Premium has been 

spent so far this year, this shows governors the breadth of activities on offer to the children and it is 

also a requirement of the grant that evidence is submitted at the end of the year. 

Safeguarding:  ‘Prevent duty training’ – Rev’d Cooper informed the governors of an annual on-line 

guidance available to the governors.  Rev’d Cooper is to forward the link and it is recommended that 

all governors and staff use this guidance as their prevent duty training. 

Mr Sharp told the governors how invaluable the financial help received from Arnside PTA is in 

covering some of the costs of the residentials , paying for the 2-day visit of the Life Bus and many 

other contributions towards enhancing the educational experiences of children attending the school.  

The efforts of the PTA are very much appreciated throughout the school, this feeling was echoed by 

the governing body. 



Finance Report:  Mrs Till took over the role of Finance Officer in September but to date hadn’t 

received any new statements regarding the Governing Body accounts, (these are historic and 

completely separate from the school budget).  It is thought that the collective amount held will not 

vary much from the £10,500 held in September 2015. 

Mr Dudley told governors that the budget is currently as expected and that he will be discussing 

future staffing with the Finance Committee. 

Mr Sharp told governors that there won’t be too much fluctuation in projected pupil numbers for 

September 2016. 

Peer2Peer Review:  Mr Sharp has been involved in Peer2Peer reviews with the headteachers from 

two local schools; Flookburgh and Levens.   Each Headteacher presents their School Improvement 

Plans, RaiseOnline data, and all round management processes for their school for scrutiny, 

discussion, review and support. 

Buildings Report:  Mr David Adair reported that the upgrade to the cctv system is currently on hold, 

but will be revisited in the future.  Work will be taking place in the February half term on a broken 

drain in front of the main school entrance using a local contractor.  The school is generally in good 

condition throughout. 

It is anticipated that a bid will be made in the October 2016 round of DFE funding for an extension 

which will address the failing flat roof which covers a large area of the school. 

Staffing update:  Mr Sharp told governors that Mrs A Dickinson, Reception/Year 1 class teacher, has 

decided to retire at Easter, she will continue in a part-time role of 3 days a week till this time.  Mrs 

Roxanne Pearce will continue in post for 2 days a week until Easter after which she will teach the 

Reception/Year 1 class full time until September 2016. 

Mr Sharp briefly outlined the possible changes to the Early Years/Key Stage 1 arrangements for 

September onwards with the provision of a Foundation stage class incorporating nursery and the 

reception class.  Year 1 and Year 2 would be taught together as there is now a radically different 

teaching and assessment structure which makes including the reception class a less favourable 

option. 

RE Review and SIAMS, (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools):  Rev’d Cooper 

had met with staff on the 4th January Inset day where they had discussed the RE Policy.   He had a 

further meeting with Ms Addison where they had worked through a useful self-evaluation form and 

revisited the values and ethos of the school.  A vision statement and values will be sent to parents 

and governors asking for feedback before rewriting the Mission Statement with a ‘strap-line’. 

 

Miss Addison is to write an action plan for the next two years when we will establish links with a city 

area school in order to learn about each other’s lives. 

Any Other Business: Admission Policy 2017 – 2018:  The governors were given a copy of the 

2017 – 2018 Admission Policy where the only changes from the 2016 – 2017 version were the dates 

for submission and corresponding dates of birth for applications. 



Rev’d D Cooper proposed to accept the policy, Mrs N Till seconded, and all governors voted in favour 

of acceptance.  This will now be submitted to the local authority and to the Carlisle Diocese for 

publication on their websites. 

Date of the next meeting:  Tuesday 3rd May 2016, 7pm. 

Mr Dudley closed the meeting at 8.06pm. 

 

 

 

 

Mr I Dudley …………………………………………………………………………  Date:  …………………………… 

  Chair of Governors 

 

 


