ARNSIDE NATIONAL SCHOOL – PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 3rd March 2010
Present:  Mr Sharp, Nicky Till, Helen Abbitt, Sue Hayward, Sue Reid, Mrs Deane, Julia Adair, Hayley Simmons, Julia Sier, Jill Sweetman and Hazel Inman.
Apologies:  Bernie Salter, Louise Oakley, David Wibberley, Anne-Marie Wood, Penny Attwood, Lisa Brockbank and Julie Peirce-Jones.
(64)  Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2010 were received as a correct record. 
Matters Arising
(65)  Book Fair
Hayley reported that the book-seller to the school was Hills of Workington and they offered book fairs with a better range than Scholastic but a poorer commission. Hills commission was 25% of book sales compared to 40% at Scholastic with 100% of any increase in sales.  We were unlikely to get an increase next time because of the large previous growth in sales.
It was agreed that we hold a Hills book-stall at the Christmas Fair and keep the pre-booked Scholastic book fair in October before half-term, requesting a minimum of 5 cases.
(66)  School Link
Jill had researched various book clubs, they all offered 20% commission except Puffin, owned by The Book People, who offered 50% commission.  The Puffin catalogue looked interesting and £20 of free books were awarded on joining the scheme.  It was agreed that we join the Puffin book club and send the catalogues out once per term allowing a gap around the book fair.
(67)  Clothing Collection
The previous clothing collection had raised £192 but we had not received the outturn for the collection in February.  If collections were held too frequently we might not reach the tonne level.  It was decided to hold the next collection in autumn.
(68)  Jewellery Collection
£51.74 was raised for minimal effort.  It was agreed that one collection be made each year.
(69)  Disco
£128.11 was raised at the disco.
(70)  Book Parcel and Vouchers
The book parcel contained 41 free books from the Times voucher scheme.  Helen suggested that we prepare a thank you poster with photos of the children with the books, for display at Bulloughs.  Imogen reported that gardening equipment had been ordered from Morrisons Lets grow scheme.  This had arrived and included a small greenhouse and trugs etc.  Sue Reid intended to set up a gardening club and plant raised beds in the infant’s play area.  A thank you poster for the gardening equipment could be made and displayed in the Post Office.
Sue Reid reported that there was less than £10 worth of vouchers on the Flora website.  Imogen had several banners from supermarkets advertising the voucher schemes but she was not sure whether to display them.  Mr Sharp suggested they be brought into school and put in the classroom windows if appropriate.
(71)  Christmas Cards
Hayley reported that she had details of a scheme sourced by Sue Hayward to produce individual Christmas cards using artwork produced in school. The pack price was considerably cheaper than, “Art Projects for Schools” which was the company used by Milnthorpe School and discussed at the last meeting. It was felt that a better income could be made this way.  Parents pre-ordered the cards so there were no printing losses.  This scheme be used for 2010.
(72)  Albion Quiz
£212 had been raised at the quiz night, 50% from ticket sales and 50% from the raffle.  In addition the Albion had given a donation of £250 from the Community Fund.
(73)  Treasurer’s Report
Julia Sier presented the accounts from 8th December 2009 to 8th February 2010.  The net income was a healthy £2,207.59.  Under pending transactions Julia reported that £20 had been donated to Arnside Broadsheet in line with the level of previous donations. Under expenditure, Mrs Deane commented that the production by the Theatre Group had been very good.
Mr Sharp took the opportunity to request funding towards the following projects:-
	Project
	Subsidy request 

	The Life Bus
	£500

	Coach Transport (London)
	£1000

	Hawkshead Residential
	£200

	Instructor for Camp
	£300

	
	£2000   Total


It was agreed that the above-mentioned funding be granted and that the PTA’s support be publicised on the school’s website and in an end of year report to parents.
Future Events
(74)  Evening walk
Mr Sharp reported that this event would have to take place in autumn.
(75)  Summer Trail
In view of the disappointment expressed by some parents that the torchlight walk did not happen because of the weather, Hayley suggested that we repeat the summer trail around the village.  Sue Hayward and Nicky Till offered to adapt the YHA question sheet.  Refreshments would be provided back at school, the price of the tickets would include a free drink but hotdogs would also be on sale.
The trail be held on Tuesday 13th July between 4pm to 6pm.
(76)  Pamper Evening
This project was currently on hold.  However, Hayley was to attend the Clothes shop fashion show on Monday with the hope of gleaning some useful information.
(77)  Plant Sale/Spring Fair
Sue Reid had discovered that the Horticultural Show was scheduled for 22nd May the Plant Sale was usually the following week but this fell into half-term.  It was agreed that the Plant Sale be held on 15th May.  Helen Abbit offered to provide plants on a sale or return basis.  Tea, coffee and cakes would be on sale in the Library.  Ian and Anne Elliot be invited to sell their plants/chutneys.  Miss Addison’s craft activities be held in the back kitchen e.g. seed heads, plant pot decorations etc.  The hall floor required protection by a taped down plastic sheeting to avoid water damage from the plants.  Sue Reid offered to contact the RSPB, AONB and Cumbria Wildlife Trust to invite them to participate.  The Morrison’s gardening equipment could be displayed, along with trugs planted by the children.  Julia Sier agreed to seek prizes for the raffle.
It was suggested that a plant swap table be included at the event.
(78)  Sutton’s Seed Catalogue
Julia Sier had details of a catalogue, which gave 20% commission to the school.  Seeds, bedding plant, and vegetable plants were on sale.  Parents could place an order and it would be delivered to their home.  The PTA would pay 80% of the takings to Suttons. Julia did not want this scheme to detract from the plant sale.  It was agreed that catalogues be distributed quickly as orders had to be placed before the end of March.
(79)  New Cooker
Marion had been seeking information on “plug in” electric cookers.   Apparently it would cost approximately £500 to provide the necessary electrical connection for a “normal” cooker.  It was suggested that a grant from the EI could be requested.  Helen warned that they did not approve grants retrospectively.
Sue Hayward offered to obtain an application form. Mr Sharp thought that Marion would be able to complete the detailed specifications, including various quotes. 
(80)  Themed Quiz
Julia Sier had produced a”foodie” themed quiz sheet to raise money.  It would be sold in the local shops.  Helen offered to sell some in her café.  Julia hoped to obtain some nationally recognised vouchers for the prizes.
(81)  Induction Evening
An induction evening for new starters would be held on 16th June at 6pm.  Julie Peirce-Jones and Julia Adair offered to serve the refreshments.  Several kettles would be needed as the water boiler had been removed.  Jill Sweetman would attend to sell uniform.
The PTA usually provided a flyer for the new parents, this could include details of the financial support given to school activities.
Any Other Business
(82)  Uniform Secretary
Jill Sweetman reported that she would be carrying out a uniform stock check next week and that Karen Wibberley was no longer involved.
It was agreed that parents be informed of this change.
(83)  Easy Ways of Raising Money!
Julia Sier had discovered that points could be raised for school funds via internet shopping through school funds.co.uk which gave access to 600 retailers including Amazon.  A similar site called easyfundraising.org.uk gave access to retailers in exchange for money for the PTA.
It was agreed that the Schoolfunds.co.uk scheme be trailed as Arnside School is already registered and has a credit of 100 points.  Details of this scheme will be publicised to parents.  
(84)  Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 14th April 2010 at 7pm at the school.
